
bangkok  |  hanoi  |  ho chi minh city  |  jakarta  |  phnom penh  | vientiane  |  yangon 

Thailand Chapter  

 

Somboon Earterasarun  

Partner  

 

 

Transformation –
ASEAN’s Future  



An ASEAN OVERVIEW 

 

► Outward investment into ASEAN by China grew 
from 1.8 billion USD and 71.6 billion USD from 2006 
to 2016. USD 13 billion invest into Southeast Asia’s 
startups since 2015 by Chinese companies.  

► 9 billion USD of the 13 billion USD came from 
ASEAN Unicorns. 

► East Ventures, an early stage venture fund with 4 
unicorns in its portfolio, has offices in Jakarta, Tokyo 
and San Francisco but has invested in Singapore, 
Indonesia and Thailand as well. 
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Thailand 
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Thailand 
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Thailand: 4.0 and more 

►Thailand is moving towards becoming a service-
based economy with the aid of technology. 

 Regulatory Reform 

 Better IP Rights 

 Sustained Growth 

 Digital economy – 5 key industries 

 Lower unemployment rates 

 Tax incentives 

 Trade Agreements – bilateral and regional 
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Thailand: Emerging Industries and 
future focus 
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► First S Curve 
 Agriculture and Biotechnology 

 Food for the Future 

 Smart Electronics 

 Next Generation Automotive 

 Affluent Medical and Wellness Tourism 

► 5 New S Curve 
 Medical Hub 

 Automation and Robotics 

 Digital Economy 

 Biofuels and Biochemical 

 Aviation and Logistics  

 



Thailand: Legal Impacts 
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Thailand 4.0 + EEC 

►Designed to allow for the Special Economic 
Zones to offer more attractive incentive sand 
further 4.0 plans 
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Thailand 4.0 + EEC 
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Thailand Digital Market Landscape 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
► Source: 
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Thailand: Startup scene 
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Thailand: Key Startup Sectors 
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Thailand: IP Perspectives  

► S curve industries directly require IP protection. 

► 20 year road map released by Department of 
Intellectual Property on January 26, 2017. 
 Clear backlog of patent cases – successfully improved over 

the past year, especially for pharmaceuticals and 
biotechnology. 

 Increase number of provinces with Geographical 
Indications. 

 Discussions regarding amendments to new Patent Act still 
ongoing. 

► Thai FDA releasing new regulations to help protect 
cosmetic companies from parallel imports. 
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Thailand: Clearing patent backlog 
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Intellectual Property Laws 

Thailand’s IP laws 

• Patent Act B.E. 2522 (1979)  

amended (No. 2) B.E. 2535 (1992),(No.3) B.E.2542 (1999) 

• Trademark Act B.E. 2534 (1991)  

amended (No. 2) B.E. 2543 (2000), (No. 3) B.E. 2559 (2016)  

• Copyright Act B.E. 2537 (1994)  

amended  (No. 2, 3) B.E. 2558 (2015), (No.4) B.E. 2561 (2018) 

• Protection of Layout-Designs of Integrated Circuits Act B.E. 2543 (2000) 

• Trade Secret Act B.E. 2545 (2002)  

amended  (No. 2) B.E. 2558 (2015) 

• Geographical Indication Protection Act B.E. 2546 (2003) 

• Optical Disc Production Act B.E. 2548 (2005) 

amending 

amending 

Will be 

revoked 

Status 



Thailand: IP Suggestions 

►Better design patent protection for GUIs 
(Graphical User Interfaces). 

►Even more cooperation between Thai FDA and 
DIP to encourage protection of IP in the S curve 
industries. 
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For more information please visit our website: 

www.tilleke.com 

Name : Mr. Somboon Earterasarun 

Telephone : 02-056-5744 

E-mail : Somboon.E@tilleke.com 


